MINUTES OF

SPRING GARDEN TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

January 5, 2016

CALL TO ORDER: The monthly meeting of the Spring Garden Township Planning Commission was held on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 in the Township Municipal Building, 340 Tri Hill Road, York, PA.  

Chairman George opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Present:
Douglas George 


David Davidson, P.E., Engineer



Mike Dorgan



Linda Keller, Director of Comm. 



John DeHaas




Development & Planning





1 person in the audience
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: There were no public comments.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The minutes of the December 1, 2015 meeting were presented for approval.   Motion Mr. Dorgan/ second Mr. DeHaas to approve the minutes.  There were no public comments.  Motion approved.  Yes-3, No-0.
ZONING APPLICATIONS:   
a. Application #125-01-16:  John Ogden has applied for a Variance to Section 310-12.B(1) 
and 310-12.F to construct a detached accessory garage, encroaching into the side yard 
setback.   The property is located at 1501 Fourth Avenue and is zoned R-1.  
Mr. Ogden was present for his application and stated he is applying for a dimensional variance.  He noted the old ordinance included accessory structures permitted in side and rear yards, but the current one from 2009 does not.  He plans to construct a 24’ wide garage with an 8x16 door.   The setback will be 3’ to the side property line.  He explained there is no other place to put the garage due to existing grades and a swimming pool.

Motion Mr. DeHaas/ second Mr. Dorgan to recommend approval that the garage be considered an accessory structure, and approve the Variance to the side setback as requested.  There were no questions or comments from the audience.  Motion carried.  Yes-3, No-0.
Mr. Ogden asked that the application be tabled from the January Zoning Hearing Board meeting to the next meeting in February, due to him being called out of town.  Mrs. Keller stated she would need to cancel the newspaper ad and send notices to the adjoining property owners that the application will be heard at the February 22, 2016 meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board.

SUBDIVISION/LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS:  There were no subdivision or land development plans presented for discussion.
PROPOSED SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE AND ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS:  As a result of tonight’s discussion regarding detached garages vs. accessory structures, the Planning Commission recommended that Section 310-12.F (Detached garages and carports) be deleted from the Zoning Ordinance and be considered accessory structures.  

Mrs. Keller was directed to compile one final list of all the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision/Land Development Ordinance for finalization at the February meeting to take to the Board of Commissioners for further consideration.
There was no other business.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda S. Keller, Director of                                                                                             Community Development & Planning 
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