MINUTES OF

SPRING GARDEN TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD
July 20, 2015
CALL TO ORDER: The monthly meeting of the Spring Garden Township Zoning Hearing Board was held on Monday, July 20, 2015 in the Township Municipal Building, 340 Tri Hill Rd., York, PA.  Present:   
James McMillion


David Keiter, Esq., Solicitor
Tony Foster



Linda Keller, Director of Community Dev. & Planning
Dustin Quance



Karen Meister, Key Reporters
Earl Quance



4 persons in the audience
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: None 
PPROVAL OF MINUTES:   The minutes of the April 20, 2015 meeting were approved on a motion by Mr.  Foster, seconded by Mr. E. Quance.   There were no public comments.  Motion passed unanimously.
ZONING APPLICATIONS: 

a. Application #125-07-15:  Cellco Partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless is requesting a Variance to Section to Section 310-11(b) to permit a small cell communications facility in the OS zone; a Variance to Section 310-51(A)(29) to permit the required off-street parking space to not be located in a fenced area; and extension of the timeframe to secure the necessary building permit or use certificate (Section 310-41(C)(5).  The property is located at 1400 Country Club Road, York PA and is owned by Country Club of York, located in the OS (Open Space Conservation) zoning district.
Jonathan Andrews from McNees, Wallace & Nurick was present for this application.  He explained that they wish to install an antenna on an existing structure on the property of Country Club of York.  The antenna would be placed on an existing snack shack structure, located east of the clubhouse.   The building is 15’ tall and a 4 ½’ high cupola would be constructed on the roof.  The antenna would be a canister housed inside the cupola.  All wiring would be inside the building and there would be a 4’ high equipment cabinet located besides the building.  
Mr. Andrews stated this cellular facility would be primarily a capacity site to provide extra coverage for the immediate area.   It would also be a coverage site, and would address the coverage issues to the surrounding area, as far north as the Indian Rock Elementary School, westward to North Codorus Township and the residential area to the east and south.  It is a small antenna and will not cover a larger area.  

He further explained this is a Use Variance because a cellular facility is not permitted in the OS zone.  The parking is typically required to be inside a fenced area; and they are requesting a Variance to this requirement since there is no major parking needs for this.  A maintenance van will typically visit the site once or twice a month.  They are also asking for a one-year time extension in order to obtain the necessary permits and certificates due to the nature of the application.  

Mr. E. Quance asked about the effect the electromagnetic emissions would have on any employees and/or visitors to the snack shack.  Mr. Andrews explained that their facility will be 300 times below the maximum limits established by the FCC, and there will be no effect on the people at the site. 

Mr. D. Quance asked about the effect on wildlife, and Mr. Andrews said he didn’t know how the FCC regulates wildlife vs. human exposures.  
Mr. Foster asked about the time extension.  Mr. Andrews replied there is an internal Verizon process to obtain the permits which typically takes longer than the six-months permitted by the Spring Garden Township Zoning Ordinance.   So, in order to not have to come back for a time extension, they are requesting it at this time.

There were no further questions or comments.   Motion Mr. McMillion/ second Mr. D. Quance to approve the Three Variances as requested.  Motion carried.  Yes-4, No-0.
OTHER BUSINESS:  Mrs. Keller reported there have been seven Requests for Proposals to serve as Zoning Solicitor.   The subcommittee consisting of Mr. McMillion, Mr. Barton and Mrs. Keller will get together and review all the applications and select three for interviews.  
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Submitted by,
Linda S. Keller, Director of 

Community Development & Planning
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