How to Prepare Your Recycling
· Paper products may be put in recycling bins with containers. Just be sure paper is covered by heavier material so it doesn’t blow away!

· Penn Waste Inc. will accept any size of cardboard if it is flattened and tied.
· Check out the list below to learn how to recycle successfully.

Recycle these items:


Cardboard boxes



Pizza boxes



Food boxes (i.e. cereal & Jell-O boxes)



Paper towel & toilet paper rolls



Paperboard packaging (i.e. tissue boxes)



Office paper (any color)



Shredded paper (not in plastic bags)



Newspaper & inserts



Magazines & catalogs



Junk mail & envelopes



Paper bags



Phone books

Prepare:
1. Remove all packaging (Styrofoam, peanuts, plastic, bubble wrap, plastic liners, etc.)
2. Flatten all boxes, bundle & tie if more than one piece.
3. Cover loose paper with heavier containers to prevent it from blowing away.

Recycle these items:

Containers:



Plastics: #1 thru #7

Plastics with necks smaller than their bases (i.e. milk, ice tea, detergent, soda)

Glass: Clear, Brown & Green food and beverage containers

Metal Cans: Aluminum beverage cans, Steel food and beverage cans & empty Aerosol cans

Prepare:
1. Remove caps/lids.
2. Rinse thoroughly.
3. It is okay to leave on labels & rings.

Items Not Acceptable For Recycling
The following items cannot be recycled and must be placed in the trash for pick-up:

· Plastic tubs, cups, trays and bags

· Broken glass

· Windows, mirrors, ceramics & light bulbs

· Drinking glasses

· Aluminum Foil

· Scrap Metal

Large Item Guidelines:
Residents may place out for collection one large item on the second day of trash pickup. Nothing heavier than what two men can lift.

Acceptable items:
1. Appliances

2. Carpet 48” max. length, rolled & tied

3. Furniture

4. Mattresses & Boxsprings

5. Car tires only (must be off rims)

6. Scrap Metal 48” max. length
Non-Acceptable items:
1. Paints, stains, chemicals & liquids

2. Batteries

3. Automobile parts

4. Household hazardous waste

5. Tires on rims

6. Commercial/Industrial waste

7. Construction materials or debris (i.e. drywall, brick, blocks, treated lumber, roofing shingles, ceiling tiles, tiles, doors or windows.
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Yard Waste Collection
Guidelines & 2012 Schedule

Increased curbside recycling of yard waste collections for Spring Garden Township residents are held on the fourth (4th) Saturday of each month from April through October for 2012. The dates include April 28, May 26, June 23, July 28, August 23, September 27 and October 27.

Yard waste is material such as tree trimmings, shrubbery and other organic landscape vegetation. Exceptions would include grass clippings, fruits and vegetables, leaf waste and dirt & stones. (Do not place any of these items out for yard waste collection).

Please prepare your yard waste properly. Yard waste in plastic bags will not be collected. To properly prepare yard waste:

1. Place yard waste in biodegradable brown paper bags or bundle it with biodegradable twine in easy to handle bundles (biodegradable bags can be purchased at most home centers i.e. Lowes, Ace, and Home Depot).
· Bundles may be no longer than four feet in length.

· Bundles may not weigh more than 30 lbs. each.

· Branches may not exceed six inches in diameter.

2. Once prepared, yard waste must be placed at the curb on the scheduled pick up day before 7:00 a.m.

3. An unlimited number of bags or bundles may be placed at the curb.

Questions?  If you are unsure about what you are required to do or if you need further assistance, please contact Spring Garden Township Administration Office at 848-2858 and ask for Mary.
Optional Toter Service

This is a non-basic service which can be arranged between the homeowner and the trash hauler. Cost, terms and conditions are strictly between the homeowner and the trash hauler. The Township quarterly fee is still charged by the Township for the basic service. You may contact Penn Waste Inc. directly by calling 767-4456.
Winter Weather Waste & Recycling Collections

During the snowy months if your bags or cans become covered with snow, please pull them out. Snow covered bags, especially white bags, are difficult to see. Avoid becoming a missed stop by making your bags and cans clearly visible and loose from snow banks.

After a snow storm please shovel a path through the snow bank that plows have created so Penn Waste loaders don’t have to jump over or wade through it to pick up your bags and cans. Can you imagine having to wade through deep snow banks for 8 to 12 hours on a chilly winter day?


When driving after a snow fall, please slow down as streets become especially congested and slippery. When you see a waste collection truck ahead of you, please stop or slow down before you drive around the truck. Be sure you know where the collection crew is, and make sure the collection truck has stopped completely before you proceed. Collection trucks are big and loaded with tons of weight. Adding snow and ice and a driver slip-sliding past to the equation, and you find a dangerous situation. No one wants to cause an accident!

Disposal of Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs


Although Spring Garden Township has no outlet for recycling these bulbs, we would like to inform our residents that you may take these bulbs to the York Home Depot for recycling. Also, Sylvania provides consumers with pre-labeled recycling kits to recycle small and large quantities of CFL’s and other light bulbs. You may find further information on Sylvania’s web site at www.sylvania.com/recycle.
Recycling Enforcement for Large Commercial Establishments, Institutions & Government Buildings


All establishments are required by State and Local laws to be in compliance with recycling requirements (this applies to all offices, restaurants, grocery stores, retail shops, service shops, schools, hospitals, churches, civic groups, banks and any other establishment that does not fit into the residential category.) Due to the larger volume of waste, more than four (4) 32 gallon size containers, you must privately contract for disposal of your waste and recycling. You are required to separate your recycling from your waste!


Items required to be recycled are:

· Corrugated cardboard

· High-grade office paper (including white computer paper, copier paper, letterhead, manila file folders and similar white office paper. Please note that shredded paper must still be recycled.
· Aluminum, steel and bimetallic cans

· Glass (clear and colored)

Note:
Incineration of materials is not recycling! The mandated items listed above must be “recycled” in a manner so the material can be used again for making new products. If you are not already recycling, you must make arrangements with a recycling hauler! No business or residence is too small. Items cannot be taken out of the township for recycling. Most times, the company you’re paying to collect your trash can provide a way to collect your recycles.


All Establishments Must Report Each Year! In the last quarter of every year, Spring Garden Township will mail each business/establishment or institution a report that MUST BE COMPLETED and returned to the Township. The report asks you to fill out your information, identify the types of materials recycled at your location and the name(s) of your private contractor(s). We will then contact these haulers and ask them to supply us with amount of materials you recycled. If they are unwilling to provide this data directly to us, we will contact you, and it will become your responsibility to obtain the data and report it to us.

Fines and penalties for violations of our recycling ordinance is established for those who do not recycle or fail to report to the Township from $25 or more up to $600 plus costs and, in default of payment of said fine and costs, to a term of imprisonment not to exceed 30 days per violation may be assessed for non-compliance. Each day that a violation continues or each violation constitutes a separate offense.

How to Recycle Old Computers


If you have any old computer work stations, laptop computers, monitors, keyboards, cabling, printers, etc. that you have replaced and now need to dispose of you can take them to York County Solid Waste Authority’s drop off site every third Saturday of each month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  or you can get in touch with Ecycle 1st Technology Recycling. They recycle all types of technology so that this equipment does not go to the landfill. You may reach York County Solid Waste Authority at 845-1066 or Ecycle 1st Technology Recycling at 880-0637.
How to Dispose of Household Chemicals, Cleaners & Other Hazardous Waste


Leave in original containers, label them clearly and hold for the County Hazardous Waste Collections. Please make sure when storing them that they are out of reach of children and animals. There are collections throughout the year at several locations. Contact York County Solid Waste Authority at 845-1066 for further information on dates, times and locations.

Old Propane Tanks


There are several retail establishments that accept old propane tanks. The following retailers accept propane tanks at no cost: Agway Energy Products, HandyGas, Smith Village and Spangler’s Home Center.
What to Do With Yard Waste Between Collections


H & H General Excavating Company located at 660 Old Hanover Road will accept branches and brush for their mulching operation. They will not accept grass clippings, weeds or yard waste other than branches and brush. Their facility is free of charge, seven days a week during daylight hours only. You may also take leaves to this location free of charge. No treated lumber is accepted and all must be free of garbage, stones or dirt.  You can reach them for further information at 717-225-4669.
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Old Cell Phones

Old cell phones may be donated to the “Hope Line” a program sponsored by Verizon. Hope Line provides cell phones for domestic violence prevention programs. Take your old cell phone to any Verizon retail store in York County and donate it for free.

Disposal of Household Batteries


Because significant changes in this industry have been made over the years you may now safely dispose of alkaline batteries in the regular trash. Alkaline batteries include triple A’s, double A’s, C’s, D’s, 9-volts, etc.

Some Rechargeable batteries still contain potentially hazardous materials and should be recycled. These include Nickel Cadmium, Nickel Metal Hydride, Lithium and Small Sealed Lead Pb (weighing less than 2 pounds). Most of these batteries come from items we use every day such as cordless power tools, cellular and cordless phones, laptop computers and camcorders. Residents may recycle these batteries through the following local retail outlets that work with the RBRC at no cost:


York County Solid Waste Authority, 2700 Blackbridge Road; Capital Area Communications, 430 N George Street; DeWalt Central Repair Hub, 2201 Industrial Highway; Home Depot, 2905 E Market Street; Lowe’s, 2449 E Market Street; Radio Shack, any location in area; Staples, 965 Loucks Road and Target, 2610 Pleasant Valley Road.

Recycle Used Motor Oil


Pour all collected used motor oil into a clean, empty sealable container such as plastic milk jugs. Specialized used oil containers can be purchased at local auto parts stores. Do not mix used motor oil with any other substances, such as antifreeze, paint or other chemicals. It is a good idea to call ahead to confirm the hours of operation and to be sure that the site still accepts used oil. At the collection site, ask an attendant where to deposit used oil. Don’t leave your container of used oil at the site if unattended. Take your empty container home with you to use again. The following retail establishments will accept used motor oil for recycling:
· Allen Oil Sales, 11 W Locust St

· Allen’s Tire Service, 205 S Richland

· Anderson’s Service Center, 1214 W Market St

· Auto Zone, 1705 North George St

· Pep Boys, 470 Loucks Rd

· Zech’s Service Center, 1150 Greenwood Rd

· East York Exxon, 3607 E Market St

· Goodling’s Service Center, 980 E King

· Advanced Auto Parts, 1406 Kenneth Rd or 2812 E Market ST

· Lehr’s Exxon, 1010 Arsenal Rd
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Disposal of Paint & Paint Cans

Residents may dispose of oil/latex liquid paint in the regular trash. First the liquid must be dried up by pouring the paint out on newspaper and letting it dry, or placing oil dry or cat litter in the can to absorb the liquid. After the liquid is dry you may place the can in the regular trash. Please place in a good solid garbage bag to make sure nothing splashes out when thrown in the back of the garbage truck and do not place too many cans in one bag as the can or bags would be over limit on the weight restrictions for trash removal. Empty paint cans may be placed in the recycling bin. Full or partially full cans can not be placed in the recycling or in the regular trash!
How to Properly Dispose of Cooking Oil
Cooking oils, shortening and cooking grease should not be washed down the drain! These materials can clog and block sewer lines. The correct way to dispose of cooking oils, etc. is to place them in a secure can or suitable container with a lid. It’s okay to place recycling cans or bottles in the trash if they are being used to dispose of oils or grease.

What to Do with Medical Needles

If you take shots at home for a medical condition and must dispose of needles, we recommend that they be placed in a glass or very heavy plastic bottle with a secure cap and put in the trash. If you are a small medical office or dental office that uses residential service you are required to dispose of needles and other medical waste through a medical and infectious waste removal company.
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Disposal of Automobile Tires

Automobile tires can be placed out with the regular trash, but must be off the rims. Each tire is considered as one bag of trash. You may place the rims out for large item pickup.

Disposal of Lawnmowers, 

Leaf Blowers, Gas Trimmers & Old Portable Grills


These items can be placed out for pickup as a large item. They must be empty of all oil, grease and gas.
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It Pays To Recycle!

Over the past years Spring Garden Township has received Performance Grants from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection for our efforts in recycling. We are very proud of our residents and commercial establishments for their efforts in helping us receive those grants.  We ask that you keep up the great work in recycling! As the sunset of the recycling grants near, the restrictions for receiving these grants become tighter.  Grant monies that we receive are used to help cover labor and equipment for related endeavors and education materials. Keeping solid waste amounts down saves the taxpayer dollar. Thank you for the good work!
What Should I Do With Grass Clippings?


Grass clippings are not considered yard waste.  You may not mix them with your yard waste collections.  One option for grass clippings is to use a mulching mower and let your grass clippings work for you.  Mulched grass provides moisture and nitrogen to your lawn.  Low cost conversion kits can be purchased and are available to fit most lawn mowers.  You may also place clippings that are herbicide free on your vegetables, flowers and around your hedges.
Free Prescription Medication Disposal Available
Residents who have unused prescriptions can make an appointment to deliver them to the York County Resource Recovery Center for free if they do not wish to place them out with the regular garbage.  Only prescription (no over the counter) medications are accepted and residents must call 717-845-1066 to make an appointment to deliver them to the RRC.  Residents are asked to call in advance (please allow one to two week’s notice) to schedule their desired disposal date.  The disposal process takes approximately 20 minutes.  You are required to complete a brief registration form and will be escorted into the RRC by an Authority representative to dispose of the medications. Medications must come from a single household. Medications from multiple households cannot be accepted.
Residents who wish to dispose of their over the counter and prescription medications in the regular trash are asked to minimize potential impacts to human health and the environment by taking the medication out of it’s original container and mix with an undesirable substance, such as used coffee grounds or kitty litter. The medication will be less appealing to children and pets and unrecognizable to people who may intentionally go through your trash. Put it in a sealable bag, empty can or other container to prevent the medication from leaking or breaking out of a garbage bag. Before disposing of a medicine container, scratch out all identifying information to make it unreadable. This will help protect your identity and the privacy of your personal health information.

Processing medications in a waste-to-energy facility reduces it to an inert ash and helps produce green power.
DOOR TO DOOR SOLICITATION OF BUSINESS,

FUND RAISING OR SALES


If you plan to distribute flyers, sell merchandise, solicit business or contributions by going door-to-door, you MUST FIRST REGISTER and obtain the proper license to do so at the Township Administration Office.
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2012 TOWNSHIP RESIDENTIAL TRASH & RECYCLING COLLECTION 


The regular trash collection schedule remains the same for all wards with the exception of holiday pickups and additional yard waste pickups which will be explained in detail further in this newsletter.  Please make sure you read all the articles in the “Trash & Recycling” section of this newsletter for all updates and changes in our contract.


Ward 2, Ward 4 & Ward 3 (West of S. Queen St.) Trash is picked up on Monday and Thursday. Recycling is picked up on Monday. One Large Item is picked up on Thursday.


Ward 1, Ward 5 & Ward 3 (East of South Queen St.) Trash is picked up on Tuesday and Friday. Recycling is picked up on Tuesday. One Large Item is picked up on Friday.


All items must be placed out prior to 7 a.m. each morning of pickup. You may place your items out for pickup after 8:00 p.m. on the evening prior to pickup day. 

Please remember to take your empty cans and recycling bins back in as soon as possible after pickup. No full or empty containers can remain at the curb between your pickup schedules. There is a 50 lb weight limit for regular trash. Dirt, Stones or construction debris of any kind will not be picked up.

Residential Collection Details Overview:


Bag Limit: Four (4) 32 gallon size bags/cans per pickup.


Trash Collection Days: Monday & Thursday or Tuesday & Friday according to Wards


Recycle Collection Days: Monday or Tuesday, according to Wards – unlimited amount


Large Items: Thursday or Friday according to Wards – One per week


Yard Waste Collection: Monthly on the 4th Saturday from April through October – unlimited

PENN WASTE HOLIDAY COLLECTION INFORMATION & SCHEDULE CHANGES


If a collection day falls on/after an observed holiday, all collections are delayed by one day. For example: Thanksgiving is on Thursday so Thursday’s pickup will be on Friday and Friday’s pickup on Saturday. If a major holiday falls on a Monday the entire week is delayed one day. Monday picked up on Tuesday, Tuesday on Wednesday, Thursday on Friday and Friday on Saturday. If the Holiday falls on Tuesday, Monday will be picked up on Monday, Tuesday on Wednesday, Thursday on Friday and Friday on Saturday.
Penn Waste observes 6 major holidays: New Year’s, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. If the actual date of any of these holidays falls on a Saturday or Sunday there will be no change in a normal pickup schedule. Penn Waste advertises holiday notices in the York newspapers.


In case of inclement weather Penn Waste broadcasts on the following stations for weather related emergencies: Operation Snowflake: WSBA 910 AM and 103 FM; Storm Watch: WHP 580 AM, 97.3 River FM, 94.9 BOB FM, 99.3 KISS FM, WHP TV–21 CBS, WLYH TV-15, WGAL TV-8.


You may contact Penn Waste Inc. directly by calling 767-4456 or by going to their web site: www.pennwaste.com.







