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Spring Garden Township Recreation 
Building community through parks, play, and creativity 

Questions? Contact the Recreation Director: Katie Sprich, ksprich@sgtwp.org

September 25thSeptember 25th
Music - Food Trucks - FunMusic - Food Trucks - Fun

Spring Garden Township Recreationspring_garden_rec



Join Savvy Citizen  to stay up to date on
Recreation events and Activities! Sign up
with the QR Code or savvycitizenapp.com 

Spring Garden Township Recreation
spring_garden_rec

Experience the beauty of fall in Jim Thorpe!
Enjoy scenic train rides, crafts, live music,
delicious food, and all the charm of the Fall
Foliage Festival. This is a day on your own
and includes the transportation only.

Jim Thorpe, Time on your own, October 4th
Cost $69 Residents, $74 Non-Residents

Step back in time at Wellsboro’s “Dickens of
a Christmas!” Enjoy Victorian-themed
festivities, craft vendors, homemade treats,
and holiday shopping.

Dickens Christmas in Wellsboro, December 5th
Cost $85 Residents, $90 Non-Residents

Pavilions can be rented between 10:00 am to dusk from  
April to November. 
Restrooms are included with your rental. 
You are responsible for removing any excess trash and
clean-up.
Pavilion Rentals are available online at 
SpringGardenPA.myrec.com or by scanning the QR Code

RESERVE PAVILIONS ONLINE

Resident: $30 
Non-Resident: $60

Violet Hill Park Pavilion
340 Tri Hill Road
Elmwood Park Pavilion
1759 Third Ave. 
Grantley Park Pavilion
855 Grantly Road
Windsor Park Pavilion
600 Block of Windsor Street

Your Company Name and Logo Could be HERE!

Kick off the holiday season with a trip to New
York City and the world-famous Radio City
Christmas Spectacular! Enjoy free time in the
city before the show. Trip includes
transportation and show ticket.

Radio City Christmas Spectacular, November 13th
Cost $189 Residents, $194 Non-Residents

The Spring Garden Township Recreation Department appreciates your support!
Please visit SpringGardenPA.myrec.com and 
click on programs for more information or contact the Recreation Director. . 

RECREATIONRECREATIONRECREATION

Spring Garden Township Recreation 
Building community through parks, play, and creativity 

BUS TRIPS 
To register and see our full list of trips visit
SpringGardenPA.myrec.com. or use the QR
Code,
Pick-up for trips will be 438 E. Lancaster
Street, Red Lion, PA

We invite you to help us enhance our community recreation. 
In return, we seek to provide a valuable return on your business exposure and
advertising which includes billboard placement, printed publications, social media,
and direct communication with community members that attend our programs.

Help Shape the Future of Recreation in Spring Garden
Township.

Spring Garden Township is working to expand and
improve recreation programs and community events.
Your feedback will help guide future offerings. 

This survey takes 3-5 minutes. 
All responses are anonymous. 

Use this link to take the survey!
https://bit.ly/4xFYqXr

NEW Recreation Survey

Questions? Contact the Recreation Director          Katie Sprich, ksprich@sgtwp.org

Enjoy another exciting “Day on Your Own” in
NYC during the holiday season! Explore the
city’s holiday displays, shopping, restaurants,
museums, and more.

New York City, December 19th
Cost $85 Residents, $90 Non-Residents



Questions? Contact the Recreation Director          Katie Sprich, ksprich@sgtwp.org
Spring Garden Township Recreation 

Building community through parks, play, and creativity 

RECREATIONRECREATIONRECREATION

Ability Speaks by York Adaptive Recreation is a
welcoming, peer-led support group dedicated to
empowering individuals living with disabilities. It
provides a safe, inclusive space to share
experiences, build community, and discuss
navigating daily life with confidence and pride.

Who: This group is open to adults of all ages and their support
persons living with physical, sensory, intellectual, or developmental
disabilities. Whether you are looking for practical advice, looking to
give back, or simply wanting to connect with an empathetic and
authentic community, you are welcome here.
When: 2  Thursday of each month.  nd

              September 10,  October 14, November 12, 6pm
Where: Spring Garden Township Administrative Training Room
Fee: Free                                        Please Register to receive updates 

Therapeutic Programs
Ability Speaks Support Group

Therapeutic Painting
A gentle, accessible, and relaxing
outdoor self led experience with
assistance for seniors and individuals
living with disabilities. This session
blends the healing power of nature
with artistic expression, focusing
entirely on personal enjoyment rather
than artistic perfection. Tempra and
Watercolor Paint Provided. 
Who: This workshop is open to all seniors and adult
individuals with physical, sensory, intellectual, or
developmental disabilities. No prior painting or artistic
experience is needed—just a desire to relax, try something
new, and connect with a warm community.
When: Tuesdays, September 22 - October 13, 10am-11am
Where: Violet Hill Park Pavilion
Fee: $2 per class, $10 for full session, supplies provided 
Please Register to receive updates 

Just for Kids
Pre-School Picnic and Play
Looking for a fun way for your
little one to make friends and
burn off energy? Join us at the
park for outdoor play, hands-on
arts and crafts, and a group
picnic!

Who: Pre-school children ages 2-6 and their families
When: Tuesdays, September 22-October 13 , 11:30-
12:15                                                                             
Where: Violet Hill Park Pavilion
Fee: FREE

What to Bring: Just your own picnic lunch—
we’ll provide all the craft supplies!

Bicycle Safety Rodeo
To be Announced! Follow us on social media for details!

Tie Dye 

Who: Everyone, Must Register,
Registration limited 
When:  September 25, 5:30-6pm,
during 4  Friday event th

Fee: $15, Must Register in advance. 
Plain white t-shirt and supplies included 

Join us to Tie Dye t-shirts! 
Come prepared to get messy,
we take care of the mess!

All ages

Register for Programs at
SpringGardenPA.MyRec.com
or use the QR Code 
Outdoor Programs are
weather permitting. 



PLANNING & ZONINGPLANNING & ZONINGPLANNING & ZONING
Ward 3 On-Lot Sewage Tank Pumping or Cesspool Inspections Due

Ordinance §250-126 requires that every three years owners must have
their on-lot system inspected and pumped by a qualified pumper/hauler.
Cesspools require an inspection by the Township Sewage Enforcement
Officer. The pumping or inspection must be completed by July 31, 2027. If
your inspection shows you require repairs to your system, you must
contact the Township Sewage Enforcement Officer for review and
permitting. Are you having your system maintained more frequently?
Please contact us so that we can update our records. For more information
or before completing any work on your system contact the Township office.

It’s that time of year when the leaves
start falling, but it’s important to keep
them out of the storm drains. Falling
leaves can block storm drains in
neighborhoods, resulting in excess
stormwater and flooding conditions.
Proper disposal of leaves and yard
waste keeps waterways clean and helps
maintain water quality.
When raking your leaves, be sure to
follow these tips to keep storm drains
clear this fall:

Never rake or blow leaves or grass
clippings into the streets, ditches
or storm drains.
If putting leaves to the curb for
collection, only place leaves at the
curbside on the designated day of
pickup.
Mow over leaves to create a finely
chopped mulch to be used in your
garden.
Put fallen leaves and other organic
debris into a compost bin.

If you see a storm drain in your
neighborhood that is blocked by leaves
or debris, please clear the storm drain
with a rake or shovel, providing it is
safe to do so, and dispose of them
properly.

Leaves and Stormwater

As the weather turns cooler, backyard fire pits become very inviting. When
having a controlled fire take note that Ordinance §260-18.A(7) prohibits
burning of garbage and recyclable materials including cardboard, leaf waste,
and brush. Ordinance §145-13 provides safety guidance for storage of
firewood. When installing a fire pit, check with the fire department for
guidance to make sure you have proper overhead clearances and are a safe
distance from any structures. Enjoy your fire safely!

Fire Pits

CODE ENFORCEMENTCODE ENFORCEMENTCODE ENFORCEMENT
Fall is around the corner and can be a busy time prepping your home and
property for the upcoming cold winter months. Please keep the following at
the top of your to do list this fall.
Ordinance 290-1 Responsibility for trimming trees; clearance over public
ways; utility company rights: It shall be the duty of the owner or owners of
every property located in the Township of Spring Garden, York County,
Pennsylvania, to trim or cut and keep trimmed or cut the trees standing
along the street abutting the front, side or rear of said such property so that
branches thereof shall have a clearance of at least 14 feet above the
cartway or paved area of the street along said property and shall have a
clearance of at least seven feet above the sidewalk area.

Ordinance 290-2 Encroachment prohibited: It shall also be the duty of the
owner or owners of every property located in the Township to trim or
remove all trees, shrubbery or hedges, or other growing things extending
beyond the property line.



CODE ENFORCEMENTCODE ENFORCEMENTCODE ENFORCEMENT
Best Time to Start Pruning for Fall in Pennsylvania

For most trees and shrubs in Pennsylvania, late summer to early fall (August–October) is the last safe window for
general pruning before winter, but timing depends heavily on the species and your pruning goals.

Species-specific timing for fall pruning:
Deciduous trees (oaks, maples, birches):
Prune in late August–early October for
structural work or hazard removal. Avoid
heavy cuts if you want to preserve next
year’s flowering (cultivatingflora.com).

Evergreens: Light pruning in fall is fine, but
avoid heavy cuts that stimulate new growth
before winter. (www.clausertreecare.com)

General fall pruning window:
Late August to early October is often used
for structural and corrective pruning of
deciduous trees and shrubs. This allows
the plant to heal before winter cold sets
in, especially if you’re removing dead,
damaged, or hazardous branches
(cultivatingflora.com)
Avoid heavy pruning in late summer/early
fall for species that bloom on new wood,
as new growth can be vulnerable to
winter injury.

Spring-flowering shrubs (forsythia, lilac, azalea): These should be pruned immediately after bloom (late April–early
June), not in fall. (cultivatingflora.com).
Summer-flowering shrubs (hydrangeas, roses): Prune in late winter/early spring, not in fall. (cultivatingflora.com).

Why You Shouldn’t Let Yard Waste Rot in Your Yard
Letting yard waste rot in your yard can seem harmless, but it can cause environmental, health, and property problems
if not managed properly.

Environmental impact: When organic materials like leaves, grass clippings, and branches decompose without
oxygen (anaerobically) in piles, they produce methane (CH₄), a greenhouse gas about 25–34 times more potent
than carbon dioxide over a century (redoaksanitation.com).
Smothering grass: Thick, wet layers of leaves or large clumps of grass block sunlight and air circulation, killing the
living grass underneath.
Attracting pests: Piles of damp organic debris create ideal breeding and hiding grounds for ticks, fleas, and rodents
close to your home.
Spreading fungal diseases: Trapped moisture in un-shredded or matted piles promotes lawn fungus, root rot, and
gray snow mold.
Creating an eyesore: Piles left to sit uncontained make a property look unkempt and can permanently stain
concrete patios, walkways, or driveways.



SEWER BILLINGSEWER BILLINGSEWER BILLING

Do not mail or bring payments to the Township. Mail Payments To: The York Water Company–PO Box 4277 Lancaster, PA 17604-4277

ALL property sales (including refinances, deed transfers,
vacant land, and on-lot systems) require a sewer
certification request be submitted to the Township at least 5
business days before settlement. This guarantees that all
sewer payments have been paid, and sewer billing will be
sent to the correct party. The fee of $35.00 must be
submitted with the completed form for the Township to
process the request.

Sewer Quarterly Billing Dates

1st Quarter (Jan 1- Mar 31) - Due January 31  st

2nd Quarter (Apr 1- June 30) - Due May 1  st

3rd Quarter (July 1-Sept 30) - Due July 31  st

4th Quarter (Oct 1- Dec 31) - Due October 31  st

A 10% late fee will be assessed on any unpaid balance 15 days after the due date

TAP is being discontinued as of October 2, 2026
Visit: yorkwater.com/TAP for more information and to set up autopay. 

ELECTIONS
Election Day: Tuesday, November 3, 2026Polls open

7AM - 8PM Voting Locations
Ward 1 – York Alliance Church – Rear Entrance, 501 Rathton Road
Ward 2 - St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 1502 Fourth Avenue
Ward 3 - Spring Garden Administration Building, 340 Tri Hill Rd. Suite A
Ward 4 - Grumbacher Sport & Fitness Center, York College, 899 South Richland Avenue
Ward 5 - Luther Memorial Lutheran Church, 1907 Hollywood Drive
For more information visit: www.yorkcountypa.gov/969/vote-in-person
For helpful information on voting in Pennsylvania, go to www.Vote.PA.gov. 
York County Voting and Elections: 717.771.9604

CODE ENFORCEMENTCODE ENFORCEMENTCODE ENFORCEMENT
Fall is the perfect time to prepare your property for the colder months while preventing costly winter damage. 

1. Exterior & Structural Checks
Inspect the roof for damaged or missing shingles; repair before snow and ice arrive.
Clean gutters and downspouts to prevent ice dams and water damage.
Seal gaps and cracks in siding, windows, and doors to improve insulation.
Check foundation for cracks or signs of water intrusion.

2. HVAC & Heating Systems
Service the furnace or boiler; replace filters and test for efficiency.
Inspect chimneys and fireplaces for blockages or creosote buildup.
Test carbon monoxide detectors and replace batteries.

3. Plumbing & Water Systems
Drain and shut off outdoor faucets; store hoses indoors.
Insulate exposed pipes to prevent freezing.
Check sump pump operation before heavy rains.

4. Safety & Lighting
Replace exterior light bulbs for shorter daylight hours.
Trim trees and shrubs away from buildings and power lines.
Clear walkways of debris to prevent slips.



2026 Road Paving
Tri Hill Rd I-83 Bridge to Tri Hill Dr

Frontenac Court

UPCOMING PROJECTS
Virginia Ave - Stormwater Project

Hoffman Rd - Sanitary Sewer Project
Brookway Dr - Stormwater Project

ROAD CLOSURES WILL BE POSTED ON SAVVY CITIZEN

PUBLIC WORKSPUBLIC WORKSPUBLIC WORKS

Street Cleaning & Leaf Collection
Residents are reminded to check the posted signs in their neighborhood for the
street cleaning schedule. Residents are encouraged to move their vehicle to avoid
being ticketed. LEAF PICKUP FOLLOWS STREET CLEANING SCHEDULE.

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR THE SCHEDULE.

Cancellation Notices will be sent via Savvy Citizen. 

LEAF PICKUP BEGINS: Monday, October 12, 2026

LEAF PICKUP ENDS: Friday, December 18, 2026
If your street does not have parking restrictions listed - street cleaning
and leaf collection will occur on the first or fourth week of the month. 

If you encounter our work zones, please keep the following tips in mind for your safety and the safety of highway workers:
Drive the posted work zone speed limit.
Stay alert and pay close attention to signs and flaggers.
Turn on your headlights if signs instruct you to do so.
Maintain a safe distance around vehicles. Don't tailgate.
Use four-way flashers when stopped or traveling slowly.
Avoid distractions and give your full attention to the road.
Always buckle up.
Expect the unexpected.
Be patient.

Residents are encouraged to recycle their leaf waste in the Fall by placing them at
the edge of the curb within their yard in a neat row or pile Please do NOT place
them in the street or traffic lanes; this is a violation of the Stormwater
Management ordinance. This will allow safe passage of vehicles and allow proper
stormwater drainage.

Brush Drop Off
1799 Mount Rose Avenue - - 8am—Noon 

April—October: 2  Saturday of the month and November - March: 2  Friday of the monthnd nd

Tree limbs are limited to 8 inches in diameter or less and cannot exceed 8 feet in length. Residents are asked to
unload brush from their own vehicles and limit the number of drop offs to 2 truck or trailer loads. 



Jennifer J.P. Clancy, Esq. Magisterial District Judge
District Court 19-2-05

1410 Sixth Avenue York, PA 17403
LANDLORD-TENANT CASES – PART TWO

At the Recovery of Real Property Hearing, the landlord has the burden of proof of establishing the actual amount of
monetary damages the Magisterial District Judge should consider. A spreadsheet should be submitted by the
landlord as evidence. A tenant should be prepared to produce receipts for monies paid. Possession of a property
may be awarded if the Judge determines that the tenant has breached the terms of the existing lease or is a
holdover following expiration of the term of the lease. The most common reason for possession being awarded to a
landlord is the tenant’s failure to pay timely rent.

Unless the case is continued for good cause, a judgment will be rendered at the conclusion of the Hearing. The
judgment usually includes an amount for monetary damages and filing fees. Attorney fees can be awarded only if
authorized under the terms of the lease and deemed reasonable by the Court. The judgment may allow the tenant
to stay at the property if monetary damages are paid in full by the time the appeal period runs (“pay and stay”).
Where possession is granted outright or in the case of a “pay and stay” where the tenant has not fully paid, the
landlord can come to District Court 19-2-05 and pay a fee for an Order of Possession. The landlord can lock the
tenant(s) out.

A party may appeal the decision of the Judge to the Court of Common Pleas. Usually, the appeal period is 10 days;
this period extends to 30 days in residential actions for tenants who are victims of domestic violence. Please be
reminded that those seeking to rent a residential property within Spring Garden Township must apply to the
Township to do so. 

York County Regional Police
“Paul Miller’s Law”

Prohibits the use of hand-held devices while
driving
Prohibits any text-based communications even
while temporarily stopped in traffic
Permitted to use HANDS-FREE TECHNOLOGY ONLY
to make calls, GPS and listen to music

Went into effect as a summary citable offense in PA
State law on June 6, 2026.

VEHICLE BREAK-INS: A car thief can break into your car
and be out in about 30 seconds, fast enough that an
alarm doesn't scare most of them away. Here are some
precautions to take to prevent you from being a victim: 

Roll up your windows and LOCK YOUR VEHICLE
DOORS. 
Keep your vehicle tidy and conceal all electronics,
accessories, money and valuables.
Park in a well-lit area.



How to Prepare Yard Waste 

REFUSE & RECYCLING 

Please prepare your yard waste properly. Yard Waste in plastic bags WILL NOT be collected!

Place yard waste in biodegradable brown paper  bags or bundle it with biodegradable twine in easy-to-handle
bundles: Bundles may be no longer than 5 feet in length. 

Bundles may not weigh more than 30 pounds each. 
Bundles may not exceed 6 inches in diameter. 

Once prepared, yard waste must be placed at the curb on the scheduled pickup day before 6:30 am.  
An unlimited number of bags or bundles may be placed at the curb.

 DO NOT place these items out for yard waste collection: Grass clippings, fruits & vegetables, tree stumps, and dirt & stones.

York County Solid Waste Authority
(YCSWA) will hold a FREE Household

Hazardous Waste (HHW) Collection Event
on Saturday, October 17th

Scan the QR Code
for information

about registration
(free) and items that

will be accepted.

www.ycswa.com

HELP KEEP TOWNSHIP STREETS CLEAN
All trash should be placed in bags, in the toter,
with the lid closed. All recycling should be placed
in the toter with the lid closed. This helps to
prevent debris from falling into the streets in
inclement weather or during collection.

Fruits & Vegetables Dirt &Stones

Grass Clippings Tree Stumps



FIRE 
Keeping Our Community Safe, Prepared, and Informed

York Area United Fire & Rescue is proud to offer a variety of community programs designed to enhance safety, build
life-saving skills, and support residents and businesses throughout the area. Explore the programs available to you and
your organization:

Smoke Alarm & Fire Education (SAFE) Program
Protect your home and loved ones with properly installed smoke alarms. This program provides smoke alarms to
residents in need, along with hands-on education about their importance and correct usage. Trained crews will install
alarms in key areas of your home to ensure maximum protection and peace of mind.

Community CPR Program
In partnership with the American Red Cross, this program offers CPR training to community members. With twelve
certified instructors on staff, participants gain essential, life-saving skills. A small fee applies to cover certification and
instruction costs.

First Aid Training
Be prepared for everyday emergencies. Certified instructors provide First Aid training as a standalone course or
combined with CPR instruction for a more comprehensive approach. A small certification fee applies.

Fire Extinguisher Training
Designed for commercial and industrial workplaces, this program teaches
employees how to safely operate fire extinguishers, evacuate effectively,
account for personnel, and manage fire hazards during emergencies.

Fire Safety & Prevention Education
Educational programs are available for both
children and adults. Community groups are
encouraged to schedule customized sessions
tailored to their needs, helping everyone stay
informed and prepared.

Get Involved Today! Interested in any of these
programs? 

Contact York Area United Fire & Rescue:
Phone: 717-718-2383 or Website: YAUFR.com

Together, we can build a safer, more prepared
community.



GENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATIONGENERAL INFORMATION

Spring Garden Township Board of Commissioners 2026

Ward 1
David Detwiler

Term Expires 2027

Ward 2
Jonathan Pinkerton
Term Expires 2029

Ward 3
Anne Gray

Term Expires 2027

Ward 4
Andrew Herrold

Term Expires 2029

Ward 5
Thomas Gwilt

Term Expires 2027

Spring Garden Directory

Planning, Zoning, and Building Permits
Dawn Hansen

Ext. 3 

Code Enforcement and Rental Registration
Trisha Rafferty

Ext. 4 

Public Works
Craig Ruhl, Superintendent

Ext. 6 

Administration
Luther Wike, Jr., Township Manager
Rebecca Nicklow, Finance Administrator
Karen Smeltzer, Office Assistant
Eryn Arnold, Administrative Assistant

Ext. 2

Recreation Director
Katie Sprich

Ext. 8

York County Regional Police Department
33 Oak Street, York, PA 17402

Non-Emergency - 717.741.1259

Fire Department (Non-Emergency) 717.718.2383

Magisterial District Judge (19-02-05)

1410 Sixth Ave, York, PA 17403

717.845.5508

Township Office Closed
Monday, September 7, 2026

Thursday, November 26, 2026

Friday, November 27, 2026

Township Meeting Dates

Board of Commissioners, Workshop (as needed) 2  Wednesdaynd 5:00pm

Board of Commissioners, Business Meeting 2  Wednesdaynd 6:30pm

Planning Commission 1  Tuesdayst 6:00pm

Zoning Hearing Board 3  Tuesdayrd 6:00pm

Recreation Commission 3  Wednesdayrd 5:00pm

Contact Information

The York Water Company 717.845.3601

Penn Waste 717.767.4456

Columbia Gas 888.460.4332

Met-Ed 800.545.7741

Comcast 800.934.6489

SPCA 717.764.6109

Animal Control 717.916.1413

York Adams Tax Bureau 717.845.1584

Real Estate Taxes

York County Treasurer 717.771.9603

28 E Market St, York, PA 17403

York Suburban School Taxes

204 St Charles Way Unit E, #388
York, PA 17402-4646

717.885.1205

Drop-off: Robert Provard Education Center,
1800 Hollywood Drive, York, PA 17403

Business Hours: Monday – Thursday 7:30 am – 4:00 pm, Friday 7:30 am – 1:00 pm
Website: www.SpringGardenTwp.org

Email general questions to: general@sgtwp.org
Township Manager: Luther Wike, Jr.  -  Assistant Township Manager: Dawn Hansen



SPRING GARDEN TOWNSHIP
340 Tri Hill Road
York, PA 17403

Escanee aquí para ver nuestro
boletín en español

YoU’RE INVITED!

FREE COMMUNITY SHREDDING AND 
E-WASTE DISPOSAL

ACCEPTED E-WASTE ITEMS

OCTOBER 31, 2026 - 10:00aM -1:00PM

COMPUTERS (DESKTOP & LAPTOP)
USB CORDS/INSULTATED CABLES & WIRES
MONITORS (FLAT SCREEN ONLY)
HARD DRIVES
PRINTERS/COPIERS
DVD PLAYERS/VCRS
MODEMS/CABLE BOXES
VIDEO GAMES/CONSOLES
IPADS/TABLETS

PERSONAL PAPER
DOCUMENTS
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	Fire Safety & Prevention Education
	Get Involved Today! Interested in any of these programs?
	Contact York Area United Fire & Rescue:
	Phone: 717-718-2383 or Website: YAUFR.com
	Together, we can build a safer, more prepared community.


	GENERAL INFORMATION
	Spring Garden Township Board of Commissioners 2026
	Township Meeting Dates
	Spring Garden Directory
	York Suburban School Taxes
	Real Estate Taxes
	Contact Information
	SPCA
	Township Office Closed
	SPRING GARDEN TOWNSHIP 340 Tri Hill Road York, PA 17403

	Escanee aquí para ver nuestro boletín en español
	ACCEPTED E-WASTE ITEMS
	PERSONAL PAPER DOCUMENTS


	You’re invited!
	OCTOBER 31, 2026 - 10:00am -1:00PM

	FREE COMMUNITY SHREDDING AND  E-WASTE DISPOSAL

